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Atrium Future Aim 

 
By the age of 25, all Atrium graduates will have experienced an outstanding and enjoyable education 
and be able to sustain the life of their choice. They will be independent, thriving economically and 
making a real, positive contribution to their communities. 
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Designing the future together 
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Talented and Gifted students no longer have to wait to get on the right track to a 
successful career in the Built Environment. Students can enrol at the Atrium Studio 
School at the start of Year 9 and experience an accelerated learning progression 
which will lead to a transition into a top University and a rewarding profession.  
 
Ambitious students will relish the smaller class size, academic rigour, meaningful 
work experience and engaging project based learning approach that the Atrium has 
to offer. 
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Introduction to Option Choices Process 
 

 
 
Students:  
 
This A4 booklet provides the essential information 
required to support you through the Option Choices 
Process.  
 
You may wish to talk to your Parents/Carers to be sure 
you are making the best choices to maximise your 
progress.  The next page outlines some key dates that 
will support your thinking and decisions.  
 
 
 

The deadline for completing and returning your Year 8 Options Form to Mrs Hodge is: 
 
Friday 26th January 2018 
 
Parents / Carers:  
 
If you need further advice regarding your son/daughter’s Option Choices please book a time to 
speak with Mr Messias by phoning the school on 01364 655399.  
 
If you need to speak to individual subject teachers they too will be happy to listen and provide 
information. You can contact staff by telephone on 01364 655399 or by email. 
 
Please note that with significant changes currently taking place with regards to GCSE Specifications, 
this booklet provides the information for each subject that is the expectation for the examinations 
taken by your son/daughter in 2019.  Whilst we expect minor changes, this will not affect your 
son/daughter’s option choices or educational progress as they start their Year 9—11 learning 
programmes.  
 
I look forward to supporting your son/daughter through this important process.  
 
 
 
Matt Messias  
Principal  
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Government Measures 
 
There have been many confusing and contradictory messages about the value of subjects, 
how students will be assessed and school measured.  Here are the two main ways in which 
schools will be measured with regards examination success – EBacc and 
Attainment/Progress 8.   
 
In both cases, this is a school measurement only – these are not qualifications but a set of 
subjects that will be used to measure how schools perform across a selected core group of 
subjects that all students in England are expected to study.   
 
For students, all subjects are valued qualifications and whilst the core subjects are important 
as they support a rounded education, specialist subjects are also important especially if a 
student wishes to go and study these subjects further or work in the specialism. 
 
1. EBacc (English Baccalaureate): 
 
This measurement includes examinations passed at an equivalency of Grade C or above – 
Core GCSE English 
Core GCSE Maths 
Core Double GCSE Science/Computing 
Core GCSE Language (French or Spanish at SDCC) 
Core GCSE Humanities Subject (History or Geography) 
 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a performance measure, not a qualification. It is not 
compulsory until current Year 7s start Year 9, but Ofsted will take it into account when 
inspecting the school.  Many Universities have been consulted over the subjects included in 
Ebacc and so it follows that students with this list of qualifications will have increased chances 
when applying to Universities in the future. 
 
2. Attainment/Progress 8: 
 
These measurements include – 

¶ Highest grade achieved in GCSE English (double measured if both Language and 
Literature have been examined) 

¶ GCSE Maths (double measured) 

¶ 3 further subjects from the Core EBACC above 

¶ 3 further approved GCSE or Vocational Subjects – this can include any combination 
of subjects and all our subjects can be included – these subjects are of equal value 
and are used at SDCC to provided specialist education.  

 
Please also note that in most subjects Examination Grades will be changed from A*- U to 
Levels 9-1/U for this year group.  
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Bright Futures – Careers Guidance 
 
Careers Information and Guidance Interviews  
 
Careers guidance is available from careers (opposite the library).  It is important that students 
are aware of any qualifications required for future career pathways.  This information can be 
gained from Specialist Subject Staff, the Careers staff/library and Online.  
 
Contact with Employers 
 
Local business people and representatives of other agencies are invited to speak to students 
about the range of opportunities available to them and about the qualifications needed to 
pursue their interests.   
 
Work Experience 
 
Work Experience is offered termly as part of Year 10, 11 and 6th Form studies at Atrium 
Studio School.  
 
Sixth Form 
 
Careers Education, Information and Guidance continue in the Sixth Form where students can 
seek advice from their tutors and the 6th Form Careers Service.  Help is available for students 
entering work and Higher Education / Careers events are held.   
 
 
 
 
Bev Killingbeck:  Careers Administrator 
Julie Randell:  Careers  
Jackie Ellis : Independent Careers Advisor 
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Option Choices Process 
 
What does everyone study? 
 
Core subjects include:   
GCSE English Language and Literature (4 Hours/Week);  
GCSE Maths (4 Hours/Week);  
Core Sciences (4 Hours/Week); 
Core Design, Engineer and Construct (DEC)  (1 Hour/Week min); 
Core PE (2 Hours/Week non-examined);  
Modern Foreign Language – GCSE Spanish or Mandarin (2 Hours/week) – students will have 
the option of accessing extra Maths and English instead of a language; 
GCSE Geography or Ancient History (2 Hours/Week). 
In addition, 3 free option subjects (2 Hours/Week) and Tutor Time including PHSE/British 
Values 
 
 
What do you need to choose? 
 

¶ Choose which Humanities Subject to study – 2 hours a week in Year 9-11 with all 
exams taken at the end of Year 11.  You have a choice of GCSE Geography or Ancient 
History.   

¶ Choose either a Language / English & Maths to study – 2 hours a week in Year 9-11 
with all exams taken at the end of Year 11.  You have a choice of GCSE Spanish or 
Mandarin or both.  

¶ Choose your two option subjects from the courses on offer.  Also 2 reserve option 
choices.  All Level 2 subjects, such as GCSEs, have equal weighting for students.  
 

See definitions below for how schools are being measured by the Government using Ebacc. 
and Attainment/Progress 8 – these are school measurements only and do not affect the value 
of any examination result for a student. All subjects being offered are on the Government 
Approved lists for study. 
 
We will do our best to give all students their first choices for free choice subjects.  We cannot 
guarantee that everyone will get all of their choices, but we will do everything we can. If a 
first choice is not possible we will use students reserve options where possible and staff will 
discuss this with students in order to look for positive solutions to any problems. 
 
Final decisions will be sent home to you in writing at the end of February /Early March 2019. 
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Core Subjects  
 
These are subjects that all students study and include:  
 

¶ English Literature 

¶ English Language  

¶ GCSE Mathematics 

¶ GCSE Science  

¶ Design, Engineer, Construct (DEC!) 

¶ GCSE Geography or GCSE Ancient History  

¶ Core PE (Non-examined) 
 
The following pages outline the Core Subjects’ Schemes of Study for Years 9-11 
leading to examination in Year 11. 
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English 
 

All students will be entered for both English Language and English Literature GCSE 

at the end of Year 11. 

  

Examination Board:  Edexcel 

Syllabus & Number: English Language: 1EN0 

Syllabus & Number: English Literature: 1ET0 

Both GCSEs will be 100% exam. Exams are taken at the end of the course. 

  

The specifications for the newly accredited 9-1 grade GCSEs (2015) are available at  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses  

  

English at Atrium Studio is all about gathering a set of key skills that will take students right 

from year 9 all the way up to year 13. 

  

English is a cumulative subject; the skills students learn in year 9 are skills they will use again 

and again, adding to them with each new experience of a different text or context. Our 

curriculum follows a skills-based upwards spiral: students cover a set of key topics and return 

to them year on year, applying the same skills to increasingly complex texts and contexts. 

 
Skills 

Reading skills 

· Understand and respond to texts, noticing details that are explicit easy to see) 

and implicit (hidden, so you have to work them out). 

· Summarise and synthesise, pulling together what you learn from a text or a 

sometimes more than one. 

· Understand how writer’s choices of words, sentences, devices and structure 

change or add to the meaning of a text, or the effect it has on the people who 

might read it. 

· Be able to back your ideas up with evidence from texts. 

· Make links between texts. 

· Make links between the time, the place and the reason a text was produced 

and the things that are in that text. 

Writing skills 

· Communicate clearly and have an effect on your reader. 

· Use different forms, structures, sentences and vocabulary for a reason. 

· · Write with accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

Content 

· Shakespeare 

· 19th century fiction 

and novels 

· Modern fiction 

(post-1914), 

including drama 

and novels 

· Poetry 

· 20th and 21st 

century literary 

non-fiction 

· Imaginative writing 

· Writing for a 

purpose – to make 

something 

happen. 

  

 

6TH FORM 

South Dartmoor Community College also offers extremely successful courses in English 

Literature and English Language as AS and A Level Subjects in our 6th Form. 

  

Careers, Further and Higher Education 

English is essential for all occupations.  In order to qualify for university entrance, students 

are usually required to pass English with the equivalency of at least Grade ‘C’. 

  

Subject Leader for English: Mrs Marie O’Shaughnessy    
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Mathematics 
  

All students will be entered for the new GCSE Mathematics at the end of year 11. The 
highest performing students (from set 1 in both populations) will also study FSMQ Additional 
Mathematics alongside GCSE and will be entered for this exam at the end of year 11. 
  
Examination Board: Pearsons Edexcel level1/2 GCSE (9-1) 
Examinations: All students will sit 3 papers 
Course Content: GCSE Maths 

¶ Number  

¶ Algebra 

¶ Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

¶ Geometry and measures 

¶ Probability  

¶ Statistics 
  

Course Skills: 

¶ Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and    
concepts 

¶ Be able to select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems 

¶ Be able to reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw 
conclusions 

¶ Be able to interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context. 

  
6th Form 
South Dartmoor Community College also offers a range of courses: 

¶ AS/A Level Mathematics – suitable for who have achieved at least grade 6 at GCSE. 

¶ AS/A Level Further Mathematics – for the most high performing mathematicians.  
Taken as a separate option alongside A Level Mathematics. 

¶ Core Maths:  This new course is designed for students who wish to study maths at 
Post-16, but don’t want to take A-level.  It is particularly aimed at supporting those 
students who are taking A-levels with mathematical content, such as Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Psychology or Geography.  

¶ GCSE Mathematics. 

¶ Progression Mathematics.  This course supports students in building mathematical 
skills with a view to progressing on to GCSE Mathematics. 

  
Careers, Further and Higher Education: 
Students choose to study Mathematics for a variety of reasons.  Some use it as a stepping 
stone to a degree involving maths.  Others choose maths because it will support their study 
in other A Level subjects.  Many students find that it is a requirement for their career or degree 
course.   
  
Whatever the reason, A Level Mathematics, Core Mathematics and GCSE are all well-
respected qualifications.  Achievement in each demonstrates an ability to interpret numerical 
information and to reason logically.  
  
Subject Leader of Mathematics: Mrs Lisa Woodward  
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Science 
  
Science is a core subject at Key Stage 4, which means that all students in Year 9 will start 
working towards their science GCSEs. Students who think they may want to study science 
at A level and those who simply enjoy the subject should choose the Triple Science 
option.  
  
Combined Science 
This is the core provision, Year 10 some students will be invited to study Triple Science (see 
below).  
Students will be working towards the new AQA GCSE Combined Science. This new qualification 
is similar to the current core and Additional Science GCSEs. It is a double award, equivalent to 
two GCSEs.  
 
All of the exams are at the end of the course, in the summer of their Y11. Students will be graded 
using the new 1-9 GCSE grading system.  
 
This course is brand new, and details are still emerging. For up to date information, please consult 
the exam board’s website (http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-
trilogy-8464). 
 
Students following this route will be timetabled for four lessons of Science per week in years 9, 
10 and 11. 
 
They will study all three sciences, including the following topics:  
 
Triple Science 
Students who enjoy Science, who may want to study Science subjects at A level, or pursue a 
career that involves Science should choose this option. 
They will work towards three separate GCSEs, following the new AQA syllabuses.   
  
Biology 

Cell biology 

Organisation 

Bioenergetics 

Infection and response 

Homeostasis and response 

Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 

Ecology  

Chemistry 

Atomic structure and the periodic table 

Bonding, structure, and the properties 

of matter 

Quantitative chemistry 

Chemical changes 

Energy changes 

The rate and extent of chemical change 

Organic chemistry 

Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the atmosphere 

Using resources  

Physics 

Forces 

Waves 

Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

Energy 

Electricity 

Particle model of matter 

Atomic structure 

 
Details are available on the exam board’s website http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  
 
All of the exams will be at the end of the course, in the summer of their Y11. Students will be 
graded using the new 1-9 GCSE grading system.  
 
Students following this route will be timetabled for two lessons per week in each of the three 
sciences; a total of six lessons of Science per week.  

 
This option is more demanding. Science teachers will be happy to discuss the suitability of 
this option with students, parents and carers. 
 
Subject Leader for Science: Mr Nick Long  
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EQUAL to GCSE A*-C and A Level A*- E 
 
Design Engineer Construct!® (DEC!) is an accredited learning programme for secondary-
school age students and has been expertly developed to create and inspire the next 
generation of Built Environment professionals. Through a project-based approach, DEC! 
applies pure academic subjects to the latest construction industry practices. The result is 
young people with real-world practical experience and employability skills. 
  
With DEC! students will experience genuine Project Based Learning and work with 
industry. They will develop key DT skills such as research, understanding context, 
generation of ideas and development of solutions through to final modelling, an 
understanding of materials, and an insight into post construction management and 
behaviours. 
  
Best of all, these young people will acquire the knowledge and skills that will open many 
new opportunities for them to pursue a professional or technical career in the Built 
Environment sector. This includes aspirational and rewarding careers such as surveying, 
architecture, engineering, construction management, sustainability management, and 
many more. 
  
  
Assessment 
  
All levels are based on coursework, with a multiple-choice test at Level 1 and a grading 
exam at Level 2 and 3. 
  
A key outcome of the Design Engineer Construct!® curriculum is that learners undertake 
a project encompassing a wide range of skills, activities and experiences linked to the 
real world of work and the built environment.  In addition to supporting coursework entry, 
this project can be kept as professional portfolios evidence that can be used to support 
applications for jobs, apprenticeships or higher education institutions. 
  
 ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΥ aǊǎ {ŀƳ aƻǊŎǳƳō 
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PE (non-examined) 
  
Time Allocation: Core (taken by all): 2 hours a week in Years 9, 10 and Year 11. 
  
Course Content: During Years 9, 10 and 11, a core Physical Education programme is 
followed by all students at the School. The aim in years 10 and 11, is for students to follow a 
personalised programme over the two years, whilst keeping within National Curriculum 
parameters.  Students choose one of four pathways that offer a wide selection of 
programmes. The four personalised pathways are: 
  
- Competitive Team Performance (CTP) 
- Competitive Individual Performance (CIP) 
- Participation & Healthy Lifestyles (PHL) 
- GCSE PE Practical Booster 
  
The CTP pathway develops performance within competitive team situations, whereas the 
CIP pathway develops performance within individual physical activities. The participation and 
healthy lifestyles pathway provides knowledge and understanding of physical activities for 
lifelong participation, health and wellbeing.  A wide variety of activities are offered, including 
both individual and team games as well as many non-traditional and innovative activities. 
Activities added recently include: Zumba, BMF, climbing, street surfing, mountain biking, 
boxercise, fencing and trampolining.  The emphasis is on developing positive attitudes to 
physical activity through personal choice, and, therefore, students are expected to participate 
fully in the pathway chosen. 
  
A great deal of importance is also placed on educating students in the need to take frequent 
physical exercise conducive to leading a healthy lifestyle.  This may be done through work in 
a fitness based module or a self-defence course, and the work undertaken is then reinforced 
through other programmes of activity. 
  
Core Physical Education is taught by specialists from South Dartmoor, with some support 
from other staff and coaches with specific sports qualifications/experience.  All students have 
the opportunity to adopt leadership roles within lessons and for school events. For example: 
students may lead primary sports festivals or Central Venue Leagues for a variety of sports. 
We have also had leaders go to the Devon School Games in the past, which has been a 
great experience. 
  
Subject Teachers of PE: To be confirmed.  
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GCSE Geography Edexcel Geography B 
  
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Geography B consists of three externally 
examined papers. Students must complete all assessments in May/June in any single year.  
  
This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual. It is published to enable 
teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 
2 GCSE (9-1) in Geography B (1GB0). Further changes may be required and no assurance 
can be given at this time that the proposed qualification will be made available in its 
current form. 
  
Global Geographical Issues (*Paper 1 code: 1GB0/01) Written examination: 1 hour and 30 
minutes 37.5% of the qualification 94 marks Content overview ● Topic 1: Hazardous Earth ● 
Topic 2: Development dynamics ● Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world. Assessment 
overview: An externally-assessed written exam with three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks 
available, up to 4 marks are awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist 
terminology 1. Section A: Hazardous Earth Section B: Development dynamics Section C: 
Challenges of an urbanising world. The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open, 
open response and extended writing questions, calculations and 8-mark extended writing 
questions.  
  
UK Geographical Issues (*Paper 2 code: 1GB0/02) Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
37.5% of the qualification 94 marks Content overview ● Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical 
landscape – including sub-topics: Coastal change and conflict and River processes and 
pressures. ● Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape – including a Case Study - Dynamic 
UK cities. ● Topic 6: Geographical investigations – *including one physical fieldwork 
investigation and one human fieldwork investigation linked to Topics 4 and 5. Assessment 
overview: An externally-assessed written exam with three sections. Of the 94 marks available up 
to 4 marks are awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology. 
Section A: The UK’s evolving physical landscape. Section B: The UK’s evolving human 
landscape Section C: Geographical investigations · C1: Students choose one from two optional 
questions (*Coastal change and conflict or River processes and pressures) · C2: Students 
choose one from two- optional questions (*Dynamic urban areas or Changing rural settlements). 
The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open, open response, calculations and 8-
mark extended writing questions.  
  
People and Environment Issues – Making Geographical Decisions (*Paper 3 code: 
1GB0/03) Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 25% of the qualification 64 marks Content 
overview ● Topic 7: People and the biosphere ● Topic 8: Forests under threat ● Topic 9: 
Consuming energy resources Assessment overview An externally-assessed written exam with 
four sections. Of the 64 marks available, up to 4 marks are awarded for spelling, punctuation, 
grammar and their of specialist terminology. Section A: People and the biosphere. Section B: 
Forests under threat. Section C: Consuming energy resources. Section D: Making a geographical 
decision. The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open, open response and extended 
writing questions. Section C will include 8-mark extended writing questions and Section D will 
offer a choice of one from three decisions assessed through a 12-mark extended writing question.  
  
*Fieldwork investigations historically have will included data collecting days to Slapton 
Ley Field Studies Centre (Coastal study)- please allow approximately cost £35/40 and 
either Exeter or Plymouth (Dynamic Urban Environments) approximate cost £5/10 towards 

the cost of these visits over the duration of the course. 
  
Teacher of Geography: Mr Jon Wilson/Miss Sophie Main   
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Ancient History & Classical Civilisations 
  
Please note – Ancient History and Classical Civilisations is changing, and the 
specification for the new course will be published in 2016. The information outlined 
below is a guide only. 
  
Examination Board:  OCR 
Syllabus & Number: To be confirmed 
% Controlled Assessment:  Currently 25% but likely to be withdrawn in new 
specification 
% Written Exam:  Currently 3 papers worth 25% each. 
 

Course Content: 

Current Ancient History specification: 

¶ The Greeks at War – the Greeks 
499-479BC/  Alexander the 
Great 

¶ The Rise of Rome – the origins 
of Rome/the defeat of Hannibal 

¶ Women in Ancient Politics – 
Cleopatra/Agrippina the 
Younger 

¶ ·Ancient Societies Through 
Original Sources – ranging from 
Egypt/Minoans/Troy/Persia/Hell
enistic world/the Celts 

Current Classical Civilisations 
specification: 

¶ City Life in the Classical 
World – Athens/Rome 

¶ Epic and Myth – Homer’s 
Odyssey/ 

¶ Ovid’s Metamorphosis 

¶ Community Life in the 
Classical World – 
Sparta/Pompeii 

¶ Culture and Society in 
the Classical World – 

¶ Sophocles/Aristophanes 

 
 
Course Skills: 
The aim of this course is to enable students to: 

¶ actively engage in the process of enquiry into the ancient world to develop as effective 
and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers 

¶ acquire, through studying a range of appropriate sources, knowledge and 
understanding of selected aspects of the ancient world 

¶ develop an awareness of the conflicting nature of source evidence for the ancient world 

¶ develop and apply analytical and evaluative skills at an appropriate level 

¶ make an informed, personal response to the material studied, and engender a lifelong 
passion for the ancient world. 

  
6TH FORM 
South Dartmoor Community College also offers History and Classical Civilisations at AS and 
A2, with excellent results. 
  
Careers, Further and Higher Education 
Ancient History and Classical Civilisations are both highly respected academic subject and 
ideal for students hoping to apply to university. It is also particularly useful for anyone 
considering journalism, law, teaching or a career in management, tourism or heritage. The 
skills developed are highly transferable, and will be useful for any career or academic 
pathway an individual wishes to follow.  
  
Subject Teacher of History: Mr Craig Axford 
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Option Subjects 
  
These are subjects that students choose to study – students choose two option subjects to 
study for 2 hours/week in Years 9-11.   
  
  
Consideration of the following is useful: 
  

¶ Do I like the subject?   

¶ Am I likely to be motivated to learn in the subject? 

¶ Am I good at the subject?   

¶ Look at recent PR information or talk to subject staff. 

¶ Do I need to study the subject for my future career path?   

¶ Talk to careers staff. 
  
  
The following pages outline the Option Subjects’ Schemes of Study for Years 9-11 leading 
to examination in Year 11. 
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GCSE Spanish 
  

Examination Board:  EDEXCEL (GCSE) 
% Exam:   25% Listening, 25% Reading, 25% Written 
    25% Speaking Test 
 
Course Content: GCSE  
topics include: out and about, customer service & transactions, personal information, future 
plans, education work, media and culture, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, business, 
work & employment 
enrichment extras include: contact with a Foreign Language Assistant, encouragement to 
spend time abroad on a foreign exchange.  Plus, an emphasis on cultural awareness and 
diversity. 

  
Course Skills 

¶ an understanding of French or Spanish in a variety of contexts 

¶ a knowledge of French or Spanish vocabulary and structures 

¶ transferable language learning skills 

¶ communication skills  

¶ an awareness and understanding of the countries where French is spoken. 
  
6TH FORM 
South Dartmoor Community College also offers Spanish as AS and A Level Subjects. 
  
Careers, Further and Higher Education 
A career in languages is vital preparation for a growing list of careers that extends beyond 
the options of the typical association with translating, interpreting and teaching. In the modern 
day, knowledge of a language besides English, can enhance any career opportunity. The 
importance of foreign languages in nearly every kind of occupation is evident with 
communication barriers broken by foreign language specialists in importing, exporting, the 
stock-market and foreign negotiations.  Other professions where languages are an 
advantage are Flight Attendant, Police, Nursing, Scientific research, Photographer and 
Hotel/Resort Management. A Language is also increasingly valuable in the successful 
progression to University in a wide range of disciplines. 
  
Teacher of Spanish:  Ms Fiona Davis/Mrs Maria Climent-Donat 
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GCSE Mandarin 
  
The new Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Chinese has been developed to 
help students of all abilities progress and develop a passion for languages, through culturally 
engaging content. 
 
This draft qualification has not yet been accredited by Ofqual. It is published to enable 
teachers to have early sight of our proposed approach to Pearson Edexcel Level 
1/Level 2 GCSE (9 - 1) in Chinese. Further changes may be required and no assurance 
can be given at this time that the proposed qualification will be made available in its 
current form, or that it will be accredited in time for first award in 2019. 
  

¶ The new 9-1 grading system will replace A*-G, and there will no longer be any 
controlled assessment. All papers will be set and marked by the awarding 
organisation. 

¶ Papers will be tiered, with 25% assessment weightings per skill (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing). 

¶ Compulsory topics will be linked to identity and culture; local, national, international 
and global areas of interest; and current and future study and employment. 

¶ Papers will include: 

¶ short translations from and into the target language 

¶ authentic stimuli in the reading paper, including literary texts 
  
Questions across all four language skills are set in common contexts, addressing a range of 
relevant contemporary and cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each 
broken down into topics and sub-topics. 
  
The five themes are: 

1. Identity and culture 
2. Local area, holiday, travel 
3. School 
4. Future aspirations, study and work 
5. International and global dimension. 

  
 
Teacher of Mandarin: Mrs Amy Wolpole  
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GCSE Computer Science 
  
Examination Board OCR (Course Code J275 which can be found- www.ocr.org.uk) 
  
Syllabus The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how 
computer technology works. The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-
solving skills through the study of computer programming, giving students a fun and interesting 
way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-
to-day life. In this respect, the course provides excellent preparation for students who want to 
study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical 
problems.  These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and 
medicine.  Students will need a strong grasp of Mathematics. 
  
Assessment 
A controlled assessment for 20 hours for 2 units and the remaining unit is a 90 minute exam. 
  
Course Content and skills: 
GCSE Computing will enable candidates to: 

¶ develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies, understanding of how 
they work and apply this knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts 

¶ acquire and apply knowledge, some technical skills and an understanding of the use of 
algorithms in computer programs to solve problems using programming 

¶ use their knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent and 
discerning users of IT, able to make informed decisions about the use and be aware of the 
implications of different technologies 

¶ acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a range 
of contexts 

¶ develop computer programs to solve problems 

¶ develop the skills to work collaboratively 

¶ evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of, and issues 
related to, the use of computer technology 

  
Progression post 16 
GCSE qualifications are general qualifications which enable candidates to progress either directly 
to employment, or to proceed to further qualifications, e.g. Level 3 qualifications such as  GCE 
Computing and GCE ICT. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Computing DEPARTMENT 
Claire Buckler (Computing Subject 
Leader) and  
Ben Kerr (STEM Coordinator) 
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GCSE Graphic Communication 
  
Examination Board:  AQA 
Syllabus & Number: Art and Design - Graphic Communication 8203/C/X 
  
% Coursework: 60% During the course you will build a portfolio of at least three 
coursework projects 
% Controlled Test: 40% You will have time to prepare a final project.  You will then have a 
ten-hour exam (2 full days) to complete a final piece. 
What is Graphic Design? 
Graphic Design is the combination of text and image to communicate a specified idea or 
concept.  Examples of Graphic Design are all around us and it is an essential part of our daily 
lives.  Most of us don’t even notice it’s there.  Imagine a world without newspapers, books, 
posters, signs, packaging, advertising, website the list is endless.  Graphic Designers play a 
key role in making sure that information is communicated to people in increasingly interesting 
and creative ways. 
What will you study? 
During the course you will be given design briefs that focus on some of the following areas 
of study.  In addition you will learn how to use industry standard software to support the 
creation of your ideas. 
  
Typography 
You will learn about the origins of Graphic Design and the art of creating and using typefaces 
and fonts throughout all of the coursework projects. 
Illustration 
An illustration can be any image used to aid communication of written text.  This could be a 
digitally manipulated photograph, or a drawing or painting, or a computer generated image. 
Logo Design/Branding 
Most organisations have a logo or identifiable ‘image’ by which we associate them with.  In 
this unit you will learn how to create items such as logos, letterheads, business cards and 
web pages for real or imaginary organisations. 
Information Graphics/Advertising 
In this unit you will learn the art of visual persuasion!  You will learn how to communicate a 
specific meaning or ideas to a target audience.  This could involve the creation of posters, 
direct mail, magazine adverts, movie posters etc. 
Equipment requirements 
A1 portfolio  
A range of art materials to be used outside of school predominantly.  
Sketchbooks A3/A4 
Ideally - Digital camera/good quality camera on mobile phone 
  
6TH FORM 
Atrium Studio also offer Graphics at 6th Form and South Dartmoor Community College also 
offers Photography and Fine Art A Level. 
  
Career Opportunities 
There are many further and higher education courses available and great career 
opportunities as a Graphic Designer as well as providing essential creative and presentation 
skills for life in the 21st century. Past students have gone onto study architecture, car design, 
games design, illustration and design and advertising at university.  
 
Teacher of Graphics: Mrs Hannah Megee 
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GCSE Photography 
 
Examination Board: AQA 
  
Syllabus & Number: Art and Design – Photography 8206/C/X 
  
% Coursework: 60% - During the course you will build up a portfolio of three coursework 

projects 
 
% Controlled Test: 40% - Towards the end of year 11 you will have a minimum of six weeks 
to prepare a final project.  You will then have a ten hour-hour exam (2 full days) to complete 
a final piece. 
  
Course Content  
During the course you will learn a lot about photographic processes and techniques. You will 
keep a logbook where you write about everything you have learnt.  You will also use this as 
a form of sketchbook to annotate your own photographs and carry out research into 
photographers’ work.  
You will complete 3 different coursework projects:  
Pinhole Photography  
You will be introduced to photography from its very origins learning how to  
construct your own camera and take photographs of the local environment.   
You will also be introduced to working in a darkroom. 
SLR Photography 
You will learn how to use a 35mm SLR camera to its full creative potential. 
You will also extend your darkroom skills and learn how to 
process film and enlarge your own black and white photographs. 
Digital Photography  
You will be introduced to a wide range of digital techniques.  You will learn how to use Adobe 
Photoshop to create photomontages; you will learn animation techniques and how to exploit 
the potential of long exposure digital photography. 
For each project you will have an opportunity to extend and develop your own ideas 
producing individual responses and finished outcomes. 
Please note; in certain circumstances it may be necessary to alter the course structure. 
Equipment requirements 

¶ There is a £25 contribution for photographic materials in year 10.  

¶ In year 10 you will be conducting a film project - access to a 35mm fil SLR camera 
would be advantageous.  

¶ Students will need to have access to a digital camera for completing photo shoots 
outside of college.  

¶ Students can purchase cameras through the College at a discounted rate and no VAT. 

¶ A1 portfolio  

¶ Sketchbooks or A4 ring binders/presentation folders  
  
6th FORM 
South Dartmoor Community College also offers Photography at A Level. 
  
Careers, Further and Higher Education 
Photography forms an important part of many Art & Design related careers, as well as careers 
in the Media and advertising. There are also many careers that use photography at their core 
such as photo journalism, fashion photography, wildlife photography etc. Students can 
progress to A-level, which can then be taken onto foundation or degree level study. 
  
Teacher of Photography: Mr Ben Mukherjee  
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GCSE 3D Art & Design 
 

Examination Board: AQA 
  
Syllabus & Number: Art and Design – 3D Art and Design – 8205/c/x 
  
% Coursework: 60% - During the course you will build up a portfolio of three coursework projects 
 
% Controlled Test: 40% - Towards the end of year 11 you will have a minimum of six weeks to 
prepare a final project.  You will then have a ten hour-hour exam (2 full days) to complete a final 
piece. 
 
Three-dimensional design Three-dimensional design is defined here as the design, prototyping and 
modelling or making of primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments, 
drawing upon intellectual, creative and practical skills. 
 
Areas of study  
 
In Component 1 and Component 2 students are required to work in one or more area(s) of three 
dimensional design, such as those listed below:  
• architectural design • sculpture • ceramics • product design • jewellery and body adornment • interior 
design • environmental/landscape/garden design • exhibition design • 3D digital design • designs for 
theatre, film and television.  
 
They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas.  
 
Knowledge, understanding and skills 
 
Students must develop and apply the knowledge, understanding and skills specified in the Subject 
content to realise personal intentions relevant to three-dimensional design and their selected area(s) 
of study.  
 
The following aspects of knowledge, understanding and skills are defined in further detail to ensure 
students’ work is clearly focused and relevant to three-dimensional design.  
 
Knowledge and understanding  
 
The way sources inspire the development of ideas relevant to three-dimensional design including: 
• how sources relate to historical, contemporary, cultural, social, environmental and creative contexts  
• how ideas, feelings, forms, and purposes can generate responses that address specific needs be 
these personal or determined by external factors such as the requirements of an individual client's 
expectations, needs of an intended audience or details of a specific commission. 
 
The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions relevant to three-dimensional design can be 
communicated include the use of: 
• figurative and non-figurative forms of representation, stylisation, simplification, exaggeration, the 
relationship between form and surface embellishment, constructional considerations and imaginative 
interpretation 
• visual and tactile elements such as: 

• colour • line • form • tone • texture • space • proportion • decoration • scale • structure • shape • 
pattern. Skills Within the context of three-dimensional design, students must demonstrate the 
ability to: • use three-dimensional techniques and processes, appropriate to students’ personal 
intentions, for example: • model making • constructing • surface treatment • assembling • 
modelling • use media and materials, as appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for 
example: • drawing materials • clay • wood • metal • plaster • plastic • found materials. 

 

 
Teacher of 3D Art and Design: Mr Ed Tomlin/Mr Joe Long 
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